Tracheal carcinoids.
Three cases of carcinoid tumor arising in the trachea are reported and contrasted with carcinoids arising in bronchi and carcinoids in general. Only eleven other documented examples of tracheal carcinoids are found in the English literature. The true prevalence of carcinoids primary in the trachea cannot be accurately determined from the literature because of imprecise nomenclature or because of the failure to distinguish this tumor from carcinoids primary in the bronchus. Presenting symptoms are hemoptysis, dyspnea and wheezing, often persisting for many years before the correct diagnosis is made. The treatment of choice is surgical resection of the involved segment of trachea and primary reconstruction. The prognosis is generally good. The tumor metastasized in one of our three cases and in none of the eleven cases in the English literature.